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East  Molesey, 

Surrey, 

February,  1897. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
East  & West  Molesey  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  combined  Urban  Sanitary 
District  of  East  and  West  Molesey  for  the  year 
1896. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  very  great 
importance  from  a sanitary  point  in  that  it  has 
seen  the  completion  of  a new  method  of  sewage 
disposal  throughout  the  area  of  East  Molesey ; 
and  I venture  to  think  that  when  you  come  to  com- 
pare the  statistics  of  mortality  &c.,  with  those  of 
past  years,  they  will  very  favourably  impress  you. 
The  area  of  the  combined  district  is  1,444  acres  of 
land  and  74  of  water,  the  latter  not  including  the 
large  reservoirs  of  the  Lambeth  and  Chelsea  Water 
Works. 

The  population  of  East  Molesey  in  1891  was 
4,666,  and  I have  estimated  it  to  have  been  5,385  at 
the  middle  of  last  year.  That  of  West  Molesey  as 
730  at  the  last  census,  estimated  to  have  been  762  at 
the  middle  of  last  year.  This  gives  a total  estimated 
population  of  6,147. 

Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  was 
60 — there  being  52  in  East  and  Sin  West  Molesey. 
And  of  these  24  were  males  and  36  females  : 15 
under  one  year  and  12  over  65.  One  death 
occurred  in  a person  residing  outside  the  district, 
and  there  were  two  in  old  persons  at  Public 
Institutions  in  the  County,  who  must  be  reckoned 
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with  in  estimating  the  death-rate.  An  inquest 
was  held  on  three  occasions,  in  all  of  which  death 
was  proved  to  be  due  to  Natural  Causes.  Phthisis 
was  fatal  in  9 instances,  a much  higher  number 
than  usual.  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract  were 
accountable  for  7 deaths,  and  Heart  Disease  5. 

The  death-rate  then,  for  the  whole  district  is 
9*905  per  thousand.  This  is  an  exceedingly  low 
death-rate,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  call  to  mind  that 
last  year  it  was  12*5.  The  infant  mortality  (under 
one  year  of  age)  is  at  the  rate  of  99*33  per  r,ooo 
Births  Registered.  The  deaths  from  the  zymotic 
diseases,  viz : Small-pox,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria, 
Typhoid,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea 
include  one  from  Diphtheria,  four  from  Whooping 
Cough  and  one  from  Diarrhoea.  This  gives  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  *97  per  i,ooo;  last  year  it.  was 
1’33- 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  this  district 
during  the  year  was  151-80  males  and  71  females. 
The  year  before,  the  number  was  140.  The  birth- 
rate therefore  is  at  the  rate  of  24*56  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  or  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  14*66 
per  thousand. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Thirty-four  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  all 
were  notified  during  the  year — 28  in  East  and  6 in 
West  Molesey.  In  the  previous  year  there  were 
23  notifications.  When  it  is  considered  how  largely 
the  district  is  used  by  visitors  as  a pleasure  resort, 
it  seems  surprising  how  little  epidemic  disease 
occurs  in  the  district.  The  Isolation  Hospital  has 
not  yet  arrived,  and  that  it  would  be  a boon  and 
safeguard  to  the  community  there  is  no  denying, 
in  the  event  of  a possible  epidemic.  But  had  it 
been  present  during  the  past  year,  its  position 
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would  practically  have  been  a sinecure  : for,  deduct- 
ing 12  cases  of  Erysipelas,  a most  extraordinary 
number  in  proportion  for  your  district,  there  remain 
only  22  cases  for  treatment,  the  majority  of  whom, 
would,  I feel  sure  have  refused  the  advantages 
offered  by  such  an  Institution. 

Small  Pox. 

Three  undoubted  cases  of  modified  Small-pox 
occurred  in  June,  and  we  were  unable  to  trace  their 
origin.  They  are  probably  the  only  cases  that 
have  occurred  for  many  years,  thanks  to  the  fact 
that  the  advantages  of  vaccination  are  thoroughly 
recognised  here. 

Scarlatina. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified  in  East  and  one  in 
West  Molesey.  There  was  no  fatality. 

Diphtheria. 

Three  cases  in  all  with  a fatality  at  West 
Molesey. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Two  non-fatal  cases  notified  : one  probably  due 
to  insanitary  surroundings  : the  other,  a mild  case, 
to  the  blocking  of  a drain. 

Puerperal, 

One  fatal  case  in  East  Molesey. 

Erysipelas. 

Twelve  cases  in  all  including  8 at  East  and  4 
at  West  Molesey.  I am  entirely  at  a loss  to  see 
the  advantages  of  the  notification  of  this  disorder 
in  such  a district  as  that  over  which  you  have 
control. 
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Diarrhcea. 

One  fatal  case  in  an  infant  at  East  Molesey. 

Whooping  Cough 

Was  very  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  there  were  four  fatal  cases  in  East  Molesey. 

Measles 

Have  been  practically  absent  during  the  entire 

year. 

Water  Supply. 

Almost  the  entire  supply  in  the  District,  is  from 
the  Lambeth  Water  Works,  and  practically 
constant  throughout  the  year.  A few  wells  persist, 
which  is  to  me  a pity,  seeing  that  we  have  such  an 
excellent  and  so  reliable  a water  supply. 

Public  Schools. 

Both  the  Voluntary  Schools  in  East  Molesey, 
and  the  Board  Schools  in  West  Molesey  have 
been  free  from  epidemic  disease  throughout  the 
year,  and  their  sanitary  arrangements  are 
satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Bakehouses,  &c. 

The  Dairies,  Bakehouses,  and  Slaughter- 
houses have  been  regularly  inspected  throughout 
the  year,  and  reported  on  when  necessary.  A decided 
improvement  has  been  noted  in  some  which  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  being  connected  to  the  main 
sewers. 

The  Sewerage  Scheme. 

The  scheme  for  the  disposal  of  the  Sewage 
of  East  Molesey  has  now  been  in  operation  for  over 
a year.  Already  703  houses  have  been  connected 
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to  the  main  sewer,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
about  122,000  gallons  of  sewage  matter  were  being 
treated  per  diem.  It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that 
those  houses  in  the  district  which  remain  uncon- 
nected will  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  of  sew- 
age disposal  offered,  for  there  can  be  no  question  but 
that  the  scheme  is  already  a splendid  success.  It 
seems  to  me  a very  great  pity  that  there  is,  as  yet, 
no  sewer  for  West  Molesey,  for  in  High  Street  many 
of  the  cottages  have  sanitary  arrangements  of  a 
decidedly  primitive  type.  It  would  surely  be  no 
very  hard  matter  to  lay  a sewer  from  West  Molesey 
Church,  through  High  Street,  to  connect  with  the 
East  Molesey  main  sewer,  and  I think  there  can  be 
no  question  but  that  such  a scheme  deserves 
serious  consideration. 

Before  concluding,  I would  again  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  exceedingly  healthy  condition  of 
the  locality.  Its  death-rate  is  exceedingly  low  and 
there  is  so  very  little  infectious  disease,  that  it 
appears  to  me  to  offer  special  attractions  as  a 
residential  neighbourhood,  now  that  the  surface 
water  drainage  scheme  has  been  begun  and  will,  no 
doubt,  be  shortly  completed. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  J.  KNOX, 

M.A.,  M.B.  & B.C.  Cantab., 
M.R.C.S  & L.R.C.P. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  under  Section 
92  of  the  Public  Health  x\ct,  1875.  . . 99 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  44 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  without 

being  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority...  30 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  the 

Sanitary  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  after  report  13 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  but  yet 
remaining  to  be  remedied  on  December 
31st,  1896  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  1 

Number  of  preliminary  Notices  served  by 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  abate- 
ment of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ..  ..  31 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  infectious 
disease  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total  Number  of  Houses  connected  to  the 
New  Main  Sewers  up  to  and  including 
December  31st,  1896  ...  ...  ...  703 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  the  New 
Main  Sewers  during  the  year  1896  ...  577 

(Signed)  JNO.  STEVENSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


January  26th,  1897. 
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East  Molesey  .. 

West  Molesey.. 

Totals  . . 
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Deaths  occui-ring  outside 
the  disti’ict  among  persons 
belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  oeexm-ing  within 
the  district  among  persons 
not  belonging  thereto. 

Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or 
Division  to  which  this  Return  relates. 


Area  in  Acres  1,518.  Population  (1891)  5,396. 
Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1896)  6,147. 

Death  Rates. 

General  9*905  per  1,000  Population,  estimated 
to  middle  of  1896. 

Infant  (under  one  year  of  age)  99*33  per  1,000 
Births  Registered. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming*  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during*  the  year  1896,  in  the  BAST  AND  WEST 
Q MOLBSBY  Urban  District,  classified  according*  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes 
for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 
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State  here  whether  “ Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” is  compulsory  in  the  District.  — Yes.  Since  when  ? January,  1890. 


